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The link between philosophy and community is a fundamental element of the western culture and politics, but at the same time is typified by a paradoxical tension. On one hand,  the birth of philosophy and the emergence of the polis as the Ancient Greece's peculiar form of communitarian life are strictly connected. On the other hand - as Hanna Arendt among others pointed out - one of the founding myths of the western philosophical discourse is Socrates conviction, that represents a rift between the community and the figure of the philosopher.

But one of the philosophy's duties is to constantly rethink community more and more. From modern to contemporary age this notion has been the center of a passionate debate, characterized by the contribution of specific disciplines – law, sociology, political sciences and communication sciences – and by a series of theoretical proposals aiming to re-comprehend the  “common” itself, stimulated by the emerging difficulties in international relations, by the issues of technological and cultural progress and  by the increasing sensibility towards ecology and animal ethics. An important background question is also the complex relation between identity and community in the European space, along with the problems concerning the European political “body” (from an ethical, biological and economic point of view).  

Considering the dynamic twine between the notion of “community” and some base concepts of the western tradition – like “society”, “citizenship”, “universal/particular” and “public/private”, for instance – the philosophical reflection should be able not only to steadily adapt its products to the changing reality, but also to preserve its impulse towards the future, and to direct its efforts to the establishment of a new balance. Therefore, it is firstly necessary to develop new perspectives within the debate concerning communitarian living, starting from the exchange between different disciplines and new theoretical reflections; finally, it is also essential to rethink the role of the philosopher in contemporary communities.

Potential papers

1. Papers focused on the theoretical issue of community, referring to the principal tendencies of the contemporary debate, from the analytical to the continental ones: from communitarianism to political theology, considering also the recent anthropological and philosophical theories on the essence of communitarian spirit.

2. Papers concerning community from a historical point of view. It is acceptable both to concentrate on the evolution of the philosophical vision of community and on past conceptions of common living, underlining peculiarities, problems and interesting points for the actual debate.

3. Papers focusing on the relationship between philosophy and community, considered as a historical issue, or considering the role of the philosopher within the processes of  social, civil and political communication.

4. Papers focused on the ethical-normative dimension of the communitarian discourse, stressing in particular the principal problems in the debate around communitarian dimension and practical life. 

5. Papers pointing out the educational role of communitarian practices, considered in the contest of the rapid change of social connections.

6. Interdisciplinary papers about the relation between community, economics and market, or the problematic question of the articulation of community and communication technology..

The review “Lessico di etica pubblica” will dedicate a monographic issue to the themes exposed below. 

Papers must be sent by June the 30th 2016, in a layout acceptable for blind review-based procedure. Writings must be in Italian, edited according to the recommendations published on our website, and must not be longer than 30.000 characters  (footnotes, abstract in English and Italian of maximum 150 words included).

Paper and abstract must  be sent as a single file (.doc) to pensarelacomunita@gmail.com
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