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Our time is deeply influenced by the radical changes brought about by digital culture, namely the set of new information technologies that have been developing within the public space in the last decades of the Twentieth century. In just a few years, Generation X – the one including those approximately born between 1965 and 1980 – will be the last one that has witnessed a historical period with no computers, no mobile phones and, more importantly, no Internet. These three devices have given to citizens new means of communication, information and expression of personal ideas that are wholly unprecedented if compared to the times before their spread, and have caused radical revolutions in our daily habits. Yet the meaning of the many sociocultural horizons that have thus opened is still unclear and indefinite to us.

Particularly, the spread of social networks and blogs, as well as the possibility to freely open our own webpage and express ourselves or offer any kind of information and resources to the international community a) has increased the contradictions that have always existed within the relationship between the real and the virtual, b) has added further juridical issues – mostly concerned with personal privacy – that were inconceivable up to a few decades ago, c) has changed the way in which we take part in the political, cultural and social life both on a national and an international level, d) has increased and at the same time diminished individual freedom, e) has transformed the notion of work, and f) has given us new potential to create relationships within the public space.

The topics and issues that stem from the progressive spread of digital culture are so wide that they need and interdisciplinary approach in their interpretation, one that can be applied both to technical and scientific disciplines and to the humanities, aiming at pinpointing the potentials and the risks that this culture brings into the public space where we live.

The aim of the next number of our review is therefore to highlight the main ethical issues concerning digital culture and its spread in the public space.

Contributions may deal with the following topics:

1) Ethical consequences of the virtual influence on the real. How our social relationships (e.g. job, love, personal, etc.) change when we create our own virtual identity, particularly in social networks and blogs; how this virtual identity influences our relationship with the body, the handling of our feelings and emotions, our memories, and the natural processes of life (e.g. the so-called “digital death”); the role virtual identity plays in the context of our personal growth and in relationship to the cultural, social and political world we live in.

2) Juridical consequences of the spread of digital culture. How the rules of personal privacy change in the complex universe of the world wide web; what boundaries are there between our own personal freedom and the violation of the privacy of others, where the beginning and the end of the right to be forgotten are, etc. These issues are now particularly hard to tackle because of the widespread use of social networks and emails, of the limitless sharing of images, videos, music, movies and amateur files (e.g. the way digital culture has changed music piracy or the spread of pornographic materials).

3) Political consequences of the spread of digital culture. How digital culture has changed ethics in national and international politics; to what extent the world wide web influences political, economic, social and communication strategies adopted by politics both during the electoral campaigns and during the period of government (e.g. the much-debated “post-truth”); what relationship exists between terrorism, in the forms it has adopted in the last decades, and digital culture. 

4) Personal and collective freedom. Does the world wide web favour an increased exercise of personal freedom or does it hinder it? Does it increase homogenisation or does it rather represent a substantial antidote to it? (Cfr. the importance in Western culture of the controversial thought of Byung-Chul Han or the spread of the notion of collective intelligence as defined by Pierre Lévy).

5) Digital communication. Positive features and degenerations of digital communication. Does it favour an increased democratization of communication and access to public information, or does it rather make it more commonplace and mediocre, as it gives to every single citizen the possibility to express their opinion (cfr. again the so-called “post-truth”)? Why does a culture of hate spread within digital communication? How much does it influence the creation of consent and the development of civil society? (Cfr. Manuel Castells, Derrick de Kerckhove). 
6) Philosophical ethics and digital culture. How we can establish a communication between the ethical doctrines of philosophy, as developed through the centuries, and the reality created by digital culture in our present-day world.
The review “Lessico di etica pubblica” intends to dedicate a monographic issue to the topics mentioned above, which will be published in the second half of 2018.

All articles must be submitted no later than 30th January 2018 , in a form already prepared for blind review procedures. Texts in Italian, English and French are accepted; they must conform to the editorial guidelines that can be found at the following address http://www.eticapubblica.it/; the maximum allowed length is 30.000 characters (that also include footnotes and an abstract of max. 150 words to be written both in English and Italian).
Both article and abstract must be sent in a single file (in .doc format) to the following address: da.sisto@gmail.com 
